Money, 



mammon,



Missions and 




missionaries
The following featured prominently as headlines in The New Straits Times Online Front pages:

7th October - PANIC STATIONS - Asian marts spooked as crisis widens in Europe 

8th October - MARKET FREE FALL - Asian governments can't stop turmoil 

9th October - GLOBAL FINANCIAL CRISIS: Bank of Japan pumps in more emergency funds

This was the global economic scenario at time of writing. Share prices in the market all over the world plummeted to their lowest ebb in decades and investors pressed panic buttons to escape being caught in the market plunge. Individuals were not spared as they tried to get out of this economic tailspin with whatever they could salvage. Predictions were made that the world was heading for a recession.

By the time you read this, the above news would be outdated – to be updated with more gloomy or gladsome news it is hard to tell. But whatever it is, it certainly will affect the work of missions.

Christian foundations with generous and philanthropic giving to missions would have invested in many of these markets to tap the dividends and channel them into such ministries. Now with such resources tightened, it will be hard for them to continue with their liberality, and mission organisations and missionaries will definitely feel the pinch of this global economic plunge.

But must it be so?

There are still those who are able to fulfil this responsibility in giving according to the proportion with which they are blessed. What they need is a dressing down (pun intended) of their needs with a will to share what they save with those in need:

Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as there was a readiness to will, so there may be a performance also out of that which ye have. For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to that he hath not (II Cor. 8:11, 12).

In the Old Testament economy, the Levites were provided with the tithes of God’s people who acted as God’s channel of His blessings to them. The Levites had no inheritance as the Lord was their inheritance.

But the tithes of the children of Israel, which they offer as an heave offering unto the LORD, I have given to the Levites to inherit: therefore I have said unto them, Among the children of Israel they shall have no inheritance (Num. 18:24), the LORD is their inheritance. (Deut. 18:2).

In Nehemiah’s time, the people failed to tithe, and the Levites had to turn to the fields to eke out a living.

And I perceived that the portions of the Levites had not been given them: for the Levites and the singers, that did the work, were fled every one to his field. Then contended I with the rulers, and said, Why is the house of God forsaken? And I gathered them together, and set them in their place. (Neh. 13:10, 11)

It was at about this time too that God accused His people of robbing Him.  Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed Thee? In tithes and offerings. (Mal. 3:8)

God’s people failed in their duties; God’s priests and servants had to file out of the sanctuary to seek a living.

Under the economy of the Law, all God’s people had to tithe as an acknowledgement of God’s ownership of their persons, possessions and property. Such tithes given as offerings to God were His way of providing for the Levites who had only Him as their inheritance while engaged in His ministry in the sanctuary. The other tribes were allowed to own territories as their inheritance of the promised land.

God’s challenge to His people then was: Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house, and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it. (Mal. 3:10)

But to us blood-bought believers in the Lord, we are in a different and distinct dispensation of Divine Love and Grace that demands a “person’s” sacrifice. I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. (Rom. 12:1)

It goes beyond the legal dictates of the Law to the free-will offering, first of our person and then of our possessions. 

The Christians in Macedonia were exemplary in such giving (II Cor. 8:1):

· They first gave their own selves to the Lord (II Cor. 8:5).

· Then in their abject poverty [compare this to our present reality], they manifested their liberality: 
How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality (II Cor. 8:2).
· And according to their ability to give and beyond it, even to the extent of a pleading entreaty, they gave!


For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves;


Praying us with much entreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship


of the ministering to the saints.
II Cor. 8:3, 4

· They gave, as Paul had exhorted, every man according as he purposeth in his heart…not grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver (II Cor. 9:7). Note: “cheerful” is hilaros in Greek from which the English equivalent of “hilarity” is derived. Such should be the character of our giving.

The challenge to Christians today is not of bringing in the tithes and offerings so that God will open the windows of heaven and pour you out a blessing. Rather it should be on the basis of our having received the mercies of God in our salvation, thus, obliging us to present ourselves as a living sacrifice and an offering to God from henceforth. This is the appropriate motive for giving. That was what the Macedonian saints did – they first gave their own selves to the Lord. Then whatever we give will be based on whatever we have already given of ourselves so that as we give in love the proportion of our giving is part and parcel of this “first” giving in appreciation of what God had done for us.

Thus at times like these, we should never forget those whose inheritance is the Lord as we are the divine channels through whom the Lord’s blessings flow to them.

· Do pray for the Christian mission groups and organisations which will be affected by the dismal downturn of the global economy that they will not stop giving. 

· Do participate in practical partnership with them as well.

· Do pray for the missionaries that the Lord will provide for them and their families, and that the Lord’s people will not fail them at this time of need. They are the modern-day Levites.

While the love of money is the root of all evil (I Tim. 6:10) and we cannot serve God and mammon (Mt. 6:24), we can always make mammon to serve missions and missionaries!

